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Federal COVID-19 emergency declaration ends
Now what?

Counties commemorate county role in fighting pandemic, call for rebuilding of local public workforce

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention has stated,
“May 11, 2023, marks the end of
the federal COVID-19 PHE dec-
laration. After this date, CDC’s
authorizations to collect certain
types of public health data will
expire.

“The United States has mo-
bilized and sustained a historic
response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. As a nation, we now find
ourselves at a different point in
the pandemic — with more tools
and resources than ever before
to better protect ourselves and
our communities.

“CDC has been working
for many months to fold the
agency’s COVID-19 emergency
response activities into its exist-
ing structure and programs, as
part of an ongoing transition to
sustainable public health prac-
tice. The agency has also been
working with partners, including
states and local territories, to
prepare for the end of the PHE
declaration and communicate

updated reporting requirements
and cadences.

“While reporting frequency
and source data for some metrics
will shift when the PHE declara-
tion ends, CDC will continue to
report valuable data to inform
individual and community public
health actions to protect those at
highest risk of severe COVID-19.
Our priority remains providing
the information necessary to pro-
tect the nation’s public health.”

On Thursday, The New York
State County Executives’ Asso-
ciation shared:

As the federal public health
emergency declaration for
COVID-19 expires on May 11,
2023, the New York State Asso-
ciation of Counties (NYSAC) is
commemorating the county role
in fighting the pandemic while
warning of challenges that re-
main for local governments that
continue to experience signifi-
cant workforce shortages.

“County officials played a
crucial role in responding to the

public health and economic cri-
sis, working tirelessly to protect
residents and preserve our way
of life,” said NYSAC President
and Clinton County Administra-
tor Michael E. Zurlo. “They kept
local services functioning, main-
tained critical infrastructure,
administered elections, provided
emergency medical services, and
performed other essential jobs,
sometimes at great personal
sacrifice and risk. For county
governments, it truly was both
our darkest and finest hour.”
While the end of the public
health emergency is a significant
milestone, COVID-19 remains
a threat. Coronavirus was the
fourth-leading cause of death in
the United States in 2022, and it
will likely remain a leading cause
of death in 2023, especially for
our most vulnerable residents.
Adding to the lingering threat
posed by COVID and other infec-
tious diseases is the significant
depletion of the public workforce
that counties have suffered in the

wake of the pandemic, down 3%
(40,000 workers) since March
2020.

The drop has been most acute
among local health departments
(LHDs). A study conducted by
the NYS Public Health Officials
Association (NYSACHO) found
that New York state’s LHD
workforce saw a 26% decline in
the number of full-time staff em-
ployed between 2019 and 2021.
Compounding the existing staff
shortage, all LHD respondents,
regardless of size, reported high
impending retirements, with 990
FTEs (almost 10% of the current
workforce) planning to retire
within the next three years. Since
the start of the pandemic, 31% of
LHD leaders (commissioners/di-
rectors) have retired or left their
departments.

The end of the public health
emergency will have tangible
consequences for counties’
ability to respond to this threat.
Health care providers will have
less flexibility, over-the-counter

tests will be more difficult to ac-
cess, telehealth coverage may be
limited, and many Americans will
see a decrease in social safety
net benefits.

“As we close this chapter of
the pandemic, we are reminded
of the fear, struggle and pain
county officials faced every day
at the height of the outbreak, and
the triumph they experienced
in working to protect the pub-
lic,” NYSAC Executive Director
Stephen Acquario said. “Moving
forward, counties will continue
to innovate and adapt to protect
their communities and help
them recover from the economic
devastation that the pandemic
caused. As we honor our local
leaders for their courage and
dedication in responding to the
pandemic, we must also renew
our dedication to supporting and
strengthening the public work-
force, investing in emergency
preparedness, and rebuilding
trust in our institutions.”

Upward Niagara Chamber of Commerce: Growing Business & Community

Destination Niagara USA releases annual visitor guide

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

This past week, Destination
Niagara USA revealed the new
2023-24 Visitor Guidebook for
Niagara County. It is a full-color,
magazine-style guide highlight-
ing attractions, dining, history
and shopping in Niagara County
with four different artwork
covers featuring Niagara Falls.
This year, the Chamber placed
a full-page advertisement. It
was a major investment on our
part financially in hopes to draw
tourists to the businesses we
represent.

Destination Niagara USA
prints approximately 250,000
travel guides. The circulation of
the guides is primarily through
paid distribution companies who
maintain their presence in hotels,
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information centers and attrac-
tions throughout Niagara and
Erie counties. The Chamber
also carries the guides in the
Welcome Center and distrib-
utes them to local businesses
and hotels who see in influx of
visitor traffic. The Niagara Falls
USA Official Visitor Center uses
the travel guide as a resource
when providing suggestions
for visitors. It is their premier
print collateral piece that is also
featured on their website, as well.
As the destination marketing
organization for Niagara County,
Destination Niagara USA serves
as the tourism experts. Their
marketing campaigns span
internationally in bringing in
visitors from all over the world.

Stay up to date
on the latest news...

Follow Us

1

wnypapers.com « facebook.com/wnypapers - @wnypapers

Employment Town of Wheatfield

The Water/Sewer Department is accepting
applications for two (2) Positions

One (1) Motor Equipment Operator position and
One (1) Laborer or higher depending on qualifications

Please pick up application at the Water/Sewer Department at
3113 Niagara Falls Blvd, North Tonawanda or
Wheatfield Town Clerks office at 2800 Church Rd, North Tonawanda
Return them to the Wheatfield Water /Sewer Department
NO LATER than May 26" @ noon.

Jennifer Pauly

The travel guide
is highlighted in
all of their e-com-
munications, and
website visitors
are able to browse
the travel guide
online and click
on the interactive
ads.

The guide
features the large
events in Niagara
County and spotlights the Lew-
iston GardenFest, Lewiston Art

ATTENTION

Village of Lewiston Residents
Scan the QR code below or visit
wnypapetrs.com for your
2023 Newsletter

President

(" yhy CLASSIC )
COUNTRY
WXRL RAMBLIN’ LOU TOURS

“Let’s Have Some Fun”!!!

BOOK NOW!
June 26-29 Mackinac Island / Frankenmuth
- MI(Wait list)
July 25 Grand River (Wait list)
September 11-15 Montreal / Quebec (Wait list)
September 20 Sprague’s / Seneca Alleg.
Casino w/$25 Casino bonus
September 27 Lucy Tour - Jamestown, NY
October 3-9 Great Smoky Mts/Nashville/
Grand Ole Opry/Dollywood
October15-19 Vermont/N. Hamp/Maine
- Portland Lighthouse
October 25 Sprague’s / Seneca Alleg.
Casino w/$25 Casino bonus
November 14-16 Fest of Lights - Oglebay Park
- Wheeling, WV
November 27-29 (New Dates) Lancaster, PA -

2 Shows “Miracle of Christmas” & Amer. Music Theatre

“Buffalo’s Home for Country Classics”
WXRL 1300 AM/ 95.5 FM

& Streaming LIVE @ WXRL.com
Fora FREE brochure, call 716-681-1313

Festival, Northwest Jazz Festival,
Niagara County Peach Festival,
Harvest & Hops Festival and
Fatima Shrine Festival of Lights.
Our ad features photos, a
description of Lewiston and
how close it is to Niagara Falls,
information on the communi-
ties beyond Lewiston, and a QR
code that will send visitors to our
website. At the time of printing,
we had not finished our branding
process, but all of the contact in-
formation will send people to our
site and our welcome center.

SYROS

869 Cayuga St.
Lewiston - 716-754-1900
Mon - Fri 7Zam -8pm
Sat & Sun 7Zam-4pm

Lunch & Dinner - Daily Specials
Breakfast Served All Day

Order takeout from
syrosrestaurant.com

Home .
of Souvlaki

&Wraps  Our facebook page or pickup
and delivery through DoorDash.

SR S
MNS@M JIFPE ISPEEDWAY, &

7" Friday, May, 19th

DIRTcar Sportsman
Chris Moore:Memorial Race

N
And a FulliCard of Racinlg.Ns

The tourism season is an
important time for a lot of our
member businesses. The winter
months are long and, while there
are still tourists in the winter,
nothing compares to the volume
of people that descend to the
region in the summer.

If your business would like to
have extra copies of the guide-
book, let us know and we will
bring a stack of them to you! For
more information, visit www.
upwardniagara.com.

SPECIAL
Baby Back Ribs
Lamb Shank & Full Menu

10% OFF BILL

Not valid on Mother’s Day

Wine, Beer and
Mimosas Available

Friday Fish Fry

1
1
1
1
1
With This Ad. Good Until 5/31/23 :
1
1
1
1
1
Broiled - Breaded - Baked !

2315 Braley Road,
Ransomville, NY
716-791-3602

Gates open at 6pm ¢ Racing 7:15pm

www.ransomvillespeedway.com
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